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had some slight attacks of illness, but are now, thank
God, in good health.

Truly, the death of these two young men was a
great affliction to us, since they had occasioned very
strong hopes that some day they would effectively
succor their Nation; but a circumstance which oc-
curred just before their death caused in us all serious
apprehension. Tsiko (the first one who died) jesting
with one of our hot-headed Frenchmen, the latter
became angry and began to quarrel with the Huron;
they went so far in this as to strike each other sev-
eral times with their fists,—not dangerous blows, as
can easily be imagined. Nevertheless, the Huron,
falling ill soon after, accused the Frenchman, com-
plaining of the blows he had received on his head.
He was examined, and no traces of them, or danger-
ous indications, were found. In fact, he died not
from this very slight boxing-bout, but from over-
eating, as I shall now relate. Nevertheless, as he
had told his comrades what had happened with the
Frenchman, we were in great dread as to the outcome
of this affair; for if once the Hurons had gotten the
idea that their children died through some act of vio-
lence, they would have killed as thany Frenchmen
as [186] might have been sent to their country. The
same thing occurred at the death of Satouta. This
poor boy caressing a Frenchman, and passing his
hand over his face, the other took it as an affront,
thinking he was trying to pull his nose; he pushed
him angrily away, and some say he struck him; so
the Huron picked up some stones to defend himself,
and the Frenchman seized his sword, as it was re-
ported to me. I declare that he did not give him
any blow capable of hurting him much; yet, as this



